Booker T. Washington High School Cheer 2018-2019
MANDATORY Parent meeting April 24th @ 6:00 pm in the Seminar Room
Cheer Clinic is scheduled on April 25 and 26 at 5:15 – 7:15 pm in the Field House
(If the parent meeting is not attended, then the cheerleader will not be allowed at try-outs)
Tryouts for Current BTW students is April 27th 4:00 – 6:00 in the Field House
Tryouts for incoming students is June 1 from 8:00am – 9:30am in the Field House

There is no fee to try-out.
Anything in this try-out packet is subject to change per sponsor, coach, athletic director or administration. 
We are very excited about the coming year there are a lot of exciting things happening with our program. However, it is very important for you to understand all the responsibilities that come along with being a cheerleader. Cheerleading is a major financial obligation. Please make sure you are completely aware of all obligations before trying out.
You must attend tryouts to be part of the 2018-2019 BTW Varsity Cheer Squad. 
You must also be in good standing with the school and with the BTW booster club in order to try-out.
There is no set number of positions to be filled for the BTW Cheer Squad. Changes in routine placement are at the discretion of the coach/sponsor and may change at any time. Cheer is a Varsity school sport and try-outs will be handled as such: A cheerleading squad needs to have a balance of back spots, bases, and flyers. The coach must take that into consideration as well as skill level. All decisions will be final. The cheer coach, sponsor, and athletic director will be present at the tryouts. 
There will be no additional members added to the squad throughout the year. Exceptions may be made for students that are not accepted into BTW until after try-outs or that currently do not attend Tulsa Public Schools. If any member of the squad quits any time after camp he/she will not be reimbursed any fees. He/She will also be required to pay coaching fees for the remainder of the year. 
For any person who is injured at try-outs he/she will be required to attend try-outs as well as have a doctor’s note. He/she will also be required to provide video of said person cheering, dancing, jumping, and tumbling. 
Results will be distributed via e-mail April 20th or the day that you are eligible to tryout. 
The dress for cheer clinic and try-outs is shorts and a shirt. Shirts should be long enough to cover your stomach. Make sure hair is secure and no jewelry. Girls should be wearing a sports bra, tennis shoes, and spanks. Boys should be wearing gym shorts, a t-shirt, and tennis shoes. BTW cheer shirts may not be worn on tryout dates.
The Basics
· Cheer camp is mandatory.
· No refunds for any squad member who chooses to quit. If a cheerleader chooses to leave the squad, they will be required to be up to date on payment before quitting.

· An excused absence is an absence that has been given written permission at least 24 hours in advance by the coach or sponsor. Cheerleaders have five “free” unexcused absences that may be used at any time during the year. The 6th unexcused absence will result in being benched for one game. The 7th unexcused absence will result in being benched for one (more) game. The 8th unexcused absence will result in expulsion from the squad. Practices that are from 8-2 will count as two unexcused absences. Missing half of one of those practices would be one unexcused absence. 

· Illness is defined as having a doctor’s note or being absent from school the day of the event/practice. Going to a checkup, the orthodontist, physical therapy, etc. is not considered an excused absence without appropriate documentation. Remember that cheerleading is a grade and being absent will have grade consequences.

· Injured athletes are still expected to attend practice and games in full uniform and sit with the cheer coach/sponsor. 
· Missing half an event, being suspended or not participating is considered an unexcused absence.

· Any absence the week before an event/performance may result in being benched. This is at the discretion of the sponsor/coach.

· Ineligibility will result in being benched until ineligibility is lifted and a report from the athletic director is given to the sponsor. Six weeks ineligible or four continuous weeks ineligible can result in expulsion from the squad.

· Maintaining good standing with the school is MANDATORY. Suspensions, expulsions, or excessive TRAICE assignments will result in removal from the squad. TRAICE assignments given on the day of a cheer event will be handled the same way as being ineligible. The cheerleader must still attend the event in full uniform and sit with the cheer coach/sponsor.

· Maintaining a good standing with the community is MANDATORY. Poor representation of the school at other sporting events, school-sponsored events, on the internet, etc. can result in expulsion from the squad. Breaking State/National Law may result in expulsion from the squad. You are representing Booker T. AT ALL TIMES, character counts. 

· Attending four of seven classes is required the day of a performance or game (school sponsored activities are exceptions).

· Any cheerleader that has their grade in cheerleading drop below a C (<70%) will be benched from school cheerleading events (pep rally, games, etc.) until his/her cheer grade is back in good standing.
Summer Dates/Times
	Practice Dates
	Practice Times/Camp
	Special Announcements for the week

	5/21-5/24
	7-12
	Get your physical 

	5/29-6/1
	7-12
	Physicals are due by May 31st 

	6/4-6/7
	7-12
	

	6/11-6/17
	7-12 & CAMP
	Practice will be 6/11-6/14 and camp will be on 6/15-6/17

	7/16-7/19
	7-12
	

	7/23-7/26
	7-12
	

	7/30-8/2
	8-2
	7/30 – 7/31: Practice is from 7-12

8/1: 8-11 is optional for returning members only

	8/6-8/9
	8-2
	8/8: 8-11 is optional for returning members only

	8/13-8/16
	8-2
	8/15: 8-11 is optional for returning members only
UNLESS it is Freshman Orientation 

	8/20-8/21
	8-2
	8/22 is the first day of school



All practice dates are on the cheer website (http://btwmathcampbell.weebly.com/). If you make the squad, you will be expected to regularly check the calendar and documents that are on the website. This site provides all schedule times, forms that need to be filled out, and miscellaneous information that is needed throughout the year.
We have to be in good cardiovascular shape to be competitive this year and our first competition is likely at the beginning of January. It is important that all of the athletes continue to exercise in the summer even when they do not have practice. 
Claire will be teaching multiple routines during summer practice. Practices are mandatory. Failure to attend could result in removal from the cheer squad & you may not be in one or more of the routines. It will also affect your grade.
School Practice
The students who have been selected to be on the squad will enroll in Cheer first hour for the 2018-2019 unless you are a freshman or have conflicts due to the IB program. All squad members should expect to arrive to the BTW Field House Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday by 7:00 am to begin practice. 

(Days when BTW has Advisory, Special Advisory, or Early Release scheduling, there may not be morning practice). There will be tumbling Wednesday nights at Luxe.
Fridays (or the special schedule days) during first hour, cheerleaders will report to Ms. Campbell’s room for study hall. Failure to attend/bring the appropriate materials will affect their grade.
Competitions/Practice dates 
Students must realize there will be extra practices. Students will be notified of extra practices in advance. Students are expected to make cheer a priority. Even one missed weekend practice may result in removal from the routine. Work, TRAICE, or vacation will not be excused. 
Estimated competition dates: Please note that these dates can change.
September 29th; Regionals

October 6th; State
January 12th; Celebrity Competition 
January 26 – 27; Nationals

Extra Practice Days (Week days without school & Saturdays)

	Month
	Practice Days
	Special Notes

	September
	8th, 15th , & 29th (8-2)
	9/8 is the ACT this will not be excused. Please schedule around this practice

	October
	6th (8-2)
	The 6th is the estimated date of state. If we do not make it to state we will practice to prepare for Nationals.

	November
	3rd & 17th 
	

	December
	1st, 8th, & 15th  
	12/8 is the ACT this will not be excused. Please schedule around this practice

	January
	2nd, 3rd, 4th, 18th, & 21st 
	1/2 – 1/4: These are the last 3 days of winter break
1/18 & 1/21: This is a Friday and Monday (we do not have school these days).



· ACT Dates that are not on the same day as Saturday practices:
· October 27, 2018
· February 19, 2019
Grades
Students must maintain a cumulative 2.0 GPA or better to try-out and remain on the squad. If a student makes the squad and then consequently fails a class this semester he/she could be removed from the squad. 
Being ineligible as a cheerleader means that your name was on the grade report done by the athletic director, that you received TRAICE the day of the event, and/or having <70% in Cheer class.

Ineligibility results in the squad member being benched until grades are raised. If ineligible, the student is still required to attend practice and games. The student will practice with the squad, but at games, will sit in the stands next to the sponsor in full uniform. Students will be expected to watch the game with no distractions (no cell phone, tablets, etc.). Six weeks ineligible or four continuous weeks ineligible can result in expulsion from the squad. Being ineligible may jeopardize your position in competitive routines.
Students must be in good standing regarding discipline and maintain good status through the entire school year. TRAICE is not an excused absence. If the student is suspended, it is possible grounds for dismissal. 
Uniforms
Full uniform is required for all cheer events. Students will arrive in uniform and bow without jewelry and without nail polish ready to cheer for each event. If any uniforms need alterations cheerleaders will be expected to take care of that themselves.
Cheer Events

Cheerleaders will be at the football and basketball games, as well a one game for every sport that competes at Booker T. For example since golf does not compete at BTW at all we will not cheer at one of their games. Volleyball does compete at BTW so we will cheer one volleyball game. 

When a cheerleader is told to be at an event/practice at a specific time, he/she is expected to be there ready to perform at that time. It is not acceptable to show up to an event on time but not prepared (not in full uniform, hair not done, etc.). 
During football season, a bus has been provided for away games (excluding pre-season tournament). If we get busses then riding the bus to the games is mandatory for all cheerleaders. Cheerleaders may only be taken home by a family member if written permission is given by the sponsor via email at least 24 hours in advance. Cheerleaders should not expect the bus to stop for food to or from these events. If he/she thinks that he/she will be hungry during the time we are gone, he/she should bring his/her own food. Cheerleaders are expected to clean up after themselves on a bus. Cheerleaders will be expected to find their own means of travel to and from home football games, preseason football games, and all basketball games.
Chain of Command

When members have questions throughout the year, there is a specific chain of command that should be followed: 
Members should go to the captain(s) first then to Coach Claire or Ms. Campbell. No inquiry will be listened to by the coach or sponsor if they have not heard it first through the captain(s). Members may go to Coach Claire or Ms. Campbell with their concerns before speaking to a captain when appropriate.
Parents may choose to go directly to Coach Claire or Ms. Campbell with questions or concerns. The only appropriate type of communication is via email. Coach Claire and Ms. Campbell have the final say regarding issues. Parents should not expect to speak directly to the coach/sponsor about issues unless the coach/sponsor requests a meeting or the parent sets up a meeting that the coach/sponsor agree to. A meeting may involve counselor, the athletic director, the dean or administration being present.
Going directly to an administrator or the athletic director with an issue is not acceptable. This may result in a cheerleader being benched.
Parent Information/Booster Club
More information will be discussed at the first parent meeting. All questions regarding cheer will be directed to the sponsor. E-mails will be sent regularly to keep everyone updated in regard to games, uniforms, etc. The current Booster Club Board will be active until after tryouts. Once the new squad has been chosen there will be one meeting to advise parents of open positions and money due and the next meeting to hold a vote. Booster collects all funds, holds fundraisers, pays coach and tumbling, pays for all events for cheerleaders (Senior nights, holiday parties, etc.) Booster is heavy on celebrating seniors. Money is due fairly quick. Camp dues are due at the beginning of the summer. Camp clothing, shoes, bag, and uniforms will have to be ordered. Cheerleaders that make the squad should be aware that there will be six monthly payments May – October to cover all costs of the 2018-2019 school year. The cost is expected to be around $3000 for the whole year. 
Pending try-out results:
By signing below you are acknowledging that you have read the read try-out packet outlining the cost of cheer and expectations for the 2018-2019 school year. By signing this you understand your commitment to all of the above terms including fees, practice dates, etc.
Please sign and fill out the information sheet and bring back no later than April 27th or the date of your scheduled tryout respectively to Ms. Campbell or Coach Claire. If you do not give a signed form you will not be allowed to tryout that day.
____________________________



_____________________________

                Student Name





Student Signature

____________________________



______________________________

               Parent Name





Parent Signature

____________________________
                            

______________________________

              Sponsor Name





Sponsor Signature

Cheer Information Sheet
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Phone (cell): _____________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

Student e-mail: ___________________________________________________________

School attended 17-18: ___________________________ Class in 18-19:   F  Soph   J    S

Parent(s) (guardians) names: ________________________________________________

Parent(s) contact numbers: __________________________________________________

Parent(s) email: __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

BTW Cheer Clinic Attended: ________________________________________________
** Please make sure you print legibly, the e-mail given is the e-mail used for the entire year as well as the e-mail the tryout results are sent to.** 
T-shirt Size:       XS             S               M               L              XL  

Tank Size:          XS             S               M               L              XL  

Spanks Size:       XS             S               M               L              XL  

